
AP English Literature and Composition Summer Assignment 

 

Welcome and congratulations on your decision to take Monsignor Kelly Catholic High School’s 

Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition program!  You are about to embark on 

a year of hard work and tremendous growth in your knowledge of how to closely read literature 

and how to write in-depth analyses.  As your summer begins, be aware of the summer 

assignment, which should be complete before the first day of class.  Below is the assignment and 

a few helpful hints as you begin the journey into AP Lit.  

 

Summer Reading Requirement  
1. Obtain a copy of How to Read Literature like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster, 

Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom, The Awakening by Kate Chopin and The Catcher 

in the Rye by J.D. Salinger.  

2. Read How to Read Literature like a Professor first to apply what you have learned as 

you then read the rest of the novels in whatever order you like. 

a. Be prepared to write an on-demand essay on the novels in the first weeks of 

class. 

 b. As you read, annotate the each novel--highlight, underline, and write notes in 

the margins or on post-its. Annotations may include the following:  

i. Questions about things you don’t understand  

ii. Ideas on what may be important and why it may be important  

iii. Notes pointing out brief key plot points or character 

descriptions/development  

iv. Notes on key themes and how those themes emerge through the text.  

v. Be prepared to show these annotations to your teacher on the first day 

of class. Note: You should still be annotating even if you are using an 

electronic copy of the novels.   

c. It is acceptable to review online sources for help before, during, and/or after 

reading the novel, but you still need to read the text closely.  

3. The Awakening and The Catcher in the Rye Reading Journals 

a. Purpose:  

i. To help you identify and remember key points and create a study guide 

for later use 

ii. To move beyond basic comprehension and engage in a more thoughtful 

interaction and analysis of the text 

b. Using the note template provided for you, record quotes, track the context, and 

consider the significance of the quote for both texts.  

c. The format for the reading journal is on a separate hyperlink. You will need 

two copies of the template--one for The Awakening and one for The Catcher in 

the Rye 

 4. College Entrance Essay  

a. You will be or have already begun submitting applications for 

college/scholarships. Thus, you will need to practice writing a personal essay.   

b. This is your opportunity to reveal your essence, to express something special 

about yourself that might be otherwise unknown or overlooked, so do not take it 

lightly.  



 5. Tuesdays with Morrie Discussion Questions  

a. These should be neatly, legibly handwritten or typed in MLA format.  

b. You are to thoroughly answer the three questions that correspond with the first 

letter of your last name. These should be well thought out and organized, not 

merely one or two sentences.  

 

NOTE: Bring all parts of the summer reading assignment with you on the first day of 

school.  They should already be printed. Under no circumstances will you be allowed to leave 

my class to print your work at any time.  Also, I will not print it for you. Come to class prepared.  

 

If you do not have the completed assignments upon your arrival to the first day of class, you 

are subject to removal from AP Literature and Composition.   

Key Literary Terms to Know 

 

 Characterization: How an author portrays a character through  

o Action: What the character does  

o Speech: What the character says  

o Description: What the character looks like, wears, etc.  

o Commentary: What other characters or the narrator says about the character 

 Setting: The environment in which the story takes place  

o Time  

o Place/location  

o Social/political/cultural context   

 Point of view: Perspective of the narrator.  

o Type: 1st person, 3rd person limited, objective, or omniscient  

o Influences on perspective (ex: gender, past experiences, wants, economic status, 

culture, etc.)   

 Tone: Attitude of the speaker/narrator toward a subject  

o Positive (ex: happy, loving, admiring, calm, caring, humorous)  

o Negative (ex: rude, mocking, sad, angry, hateful)  

o Neutral  

 Foils: Characters who contrast one another  

o Purpose: typically to highlight the traits of the main character  

o ex: Romeo and Tybalt or Harry Potter and Neville Longbottom   

 Imagery: Language to appeal to physical senses  

o sight, smells, tastes, sounds  

o These are concrete, not abstract descriptions.   

 Symbolism: Something (generally an object or character) that represents something else 

(character or idea)  

o ex: the green light as a representation of Gatsby’s desires  

o In analyzing symbolism, name the symbol and what it represents. Then explain 

how these two things are similar. (ex: Just as the green light is something that he 

cannot reach, his desire for Daisy is unattainable.)   

 Motif: An object or idea that repeats throughout a text.  

o Sometimes these motifs also function symbolically.   

 Allusion: A reference to something outside of the text  



o References to historical events or people, to other literary texts, to religious 

texts, to music or art pieces.  

o These are sometimes subtle and sometimes explicitly named.  Theme: Abstract, 

universal issue on which the text shows a position  

o ex: According to Fitzgerald’s most popular work, The Great Gatsby, love does 

not always triumph over all. The abstract issue is love; the theme is the point the 

text makes on that issue. 

 

College Entrance Essay  

 

You will need to do a considerable amount of introspection to complete this essay. This is meant 

to be personal and should reveal your intellect, desire, and character. This is an application essay 

in which you should not TELL a story - you should SHOW who you are through your personal 

experiences. YOU MUST SHOW WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNED ABOUT YOURSELF!  

 

Therefore, you should avoid using passive verbs like "is/was" or "are/were," and replace them 

with active verbs that show action and emotion. Also, you obviously must write in first person (I, 

me, we, etc.) about one of your favorite subjects: YOURSELF! Although you should write in 

first person, avoid overusing personal pronouns like "I" and "my", etc. Although the structure is 

truly optional, make sure your reader can follow with a clear beginning, middle, and end. The 

narrative should be 250-500 words in MLA format (typed, double-spaced, 12pt. font, etc.). 

 

Choose ONE of the following prompts.  Be sure to select a prompt that you have or will actually 

use for your college admissions process:  

 

A. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they 

believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please 

share your story.  

B. The lessons we take from failure can be fundamental to later success. Recount an incident or 

time when you experienced failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the 

experience?  

C. Reflect on a time when you challenged a belief or idea. What prompted you to act? Would 

you make the same decision again?  

D. Describe a place or environment where you are perfectly content. What do you do or 

experience there, and why is it meaningful to you?  

E. Discuss an accomplishment or event, formal or informal, that marked your transition from 

childhood to adulthood within your culture, community, or family.  

F. Indicate an individual who has a significant influence on you and your personal growth. 

Describe that influence and how it affects your character.  

G. Tell us about a personal quality, talent, accomplishment, contribution or experience that’s 

important to you. What about this quality or accomplishment make you proud and how does it 

relate to the person you are?  

H. Describe a problem you've solved or a problem you'd like to solve. It can be an intellectual 

challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma-anything that is of personal importance, no 

matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps you took or could be taken to 

identify a solution.  



I. Discuss some issue of personal, local, national, or international concern. Specifically how has 

this issue personally impacted your life?  

 

Hints and Tips:  

1 – A great application essay will present a vivid personal and compelling view of you to your 

teacher and/or a college admissions board.  

2 – Narrow your topic and keep your focus on one great idea. Admissions officers read hundreds 

of essays each day, and they have many submissions on the same few topics. Try to make yours 

unique.  

3 – Avoid writing about the 4 “D’s”: death, divorce, drugs, and depression. Don’t think that you 

must have had a tragedy or trauma in your life to have a good essay topic. You can write about 

common happenings such as riding a bicycle or failing a test; the magic comes in how you 

approach the topic.  

4 – Make sure the real you comes out in your essay. VOICE is the most important: your personal 

voice must be communicated through your writing style.  

5 – After you have finished, ask yourself if anyone else could have written the essay. If the 

answer is “yes,” it is not personal and individual enough for an admissions essay.  

 

 

Tuesdays with Morrie Discussion Questions 

 

Read Mitch Albom’s Tuesdays with Morrie and answer the three questions based on the first 

letter of your last name. 

LAST NAMES A-F 

1. Who do you think got more out of their Tuesday meetings, Mitch or Morrie? In what 

ways? How do you think each would answer this question? 

2. On Nightline, Morrie spoke to Ted Koppel of the pain he still felt about his mother's 

death seventy years prior to the interview. Is your experience with loss similar or 

different? Does what you've read in this book help ease any of that pain? 

3. Discuss Morrie's criticisms of Mitch throughout the book. Do you think Morrie should 

have been tougher on him? Easier? 

LAST NAMES G-L 

1. Morrie believed, "You have to be strong enough to say if the culture doesn't work, don't 

buy it. Create your own" (pp. 35-36). How can people do this? How can this book help? 

2. Morrie was seventy-eight years old when diagnosed with ALS. How might he have 

reacted if he'd contracted the disease when he was Mitch's age? Would Morrie have come 

to the same conclusions? The same peace and acceptance? Or is his experience also a 

function of his age? 

3. Do you think Mitch would have come back to Morrie's house the second time if he hadn't 

been semi-idled by the newspaper strike? 

LAST NAMES M-P 

1. Morrie said that in marriage, "Your values must be alike" (p. 149). In what ways do you 

agree or disagree? 



2. Morrie referred to himself as a bridge, a person who is in between life and death, which 

makes him useful to others as a tool to understand both. Talk about other literary, 

historical, political, or religious figures who have also served this purpose. 

3. Morrie told Mitch about the "tension of opposites" (p. 40). Talk about this as a metaphor 

for the book and for society. 

LAST NAMES Q-Z 

1. To the very end, Mitch arrived at Morrie's house with food. Discuss the importance of 

this ritual. 

2. Mitch wrote, "Perhaps this is one reason I was drawn to Morrie. He let me be where my 

brother would not" (p. 97). Discuss Mitch's relationship with Peter. 

3. Do you think Mitch would have listened if Morrie hadn't been dying? Does impending 

death automatically make one's voice able to penetrate where it couldn't before? 

 

To reiterate:  If you do not have the completed assignments upon your arrival to the first day of 

class, you are subject to removal from AP Literature and Composition. 


