
   2019     APUSH- Summer Assignment 
 
Dear AP US History student,  
 
 Congratulations on your enrollment to AP US History; a rigorous, college level history course. I am looking 
forward to working with you in the coming school year. Enrolling in an advanced placement course will not only 
prepare you for challenges to come, but certainly will prepare you to write well and think critically- essential skills for 
college readiness. While this course is challenging, persistent hard work and effort will pay off with great rewards. To 
that end, you are expected to complete the following assignment over the summer. 
 Although summer is certainly a time of relaxation and fun, it is also critical that we get a head start on this course due 
to the complexity of the task before us and the vastness of course content, which begins around the Colonial Period 
and ends near the present.  
For our summer reading, I have chosen three methods including a program by Tom Richey in which you will use his 
videos and lectures to complete several Graphic Organizers as well as view short 10 minute videos. It encompasses 
the time frame we will cover, and it covers key themes of the course in an interesting way. The summer assignment 
serves two purposes: it is a test of the seriousness of your commitment to doing AP level coursework in US History 
and it helps you gain a critical head start on your studies.  
 
The second part involves your required AMSCO book in which you will complete Period 1 and 2 with some Multiple 
choice questions and two SAQs for practice. 
 
 Finally to help you adjust to the AP Text I have assigned a few reading passages to help you master the language. 
None of it is extremely time consuming if you pace yourself.  
We hit the ground running at the beginning of school so have your work ready to be turned in the first day of class! 
 
Tom Richey- https://www.tomrichey.net/  
At the top click on Courses and drop down to US History and click on Summer Assignments 
 
Assignment #1:  Native American Cultures 
 
I. The so-called "Period 1" of the AP US History course outline focuses on the period from 1491 (a 

generic designation for the Americas pre-contact) to 1607 (the establishment of the Jamestown 
Colony).  
 
In this video lecture for AP US History students, Tom Richey describes and contrasts different Native 
American cultures over geographical regions of North America.  After watching the lecture, the 
successful APUSH student should be able to label a map of pre-contact North America and be able to 
identify key tribal groups and describe the way of life in each region of North America.  Students will 

be expected to turn in the following items completed by hand (NOT TYPED) on the first day 
of class.  
 

Watch video: Native American Cultures 1497-1601 on Tom Richey website.( Period 1) 
See attached Graphic organizer and Map 
Read lecture notes for help as well. They are under the video. 
 

 

 

 Assignment #2: Columbian Exchange & Atlantic Trade 
 
Before learning about the European colonies, it's necessary to place them within the system 

of Atlantic trade in which they existed.  The permanent system of contact and trade 
between the Old and New Worlds that was established by Columbus' voyages is known as 
the Columbian Exchange.  The best place to start learning about the Columbian Exchange is 
Wikipedia.  

https://www.tomrichey.net/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbian_Exchange


1. The Wikipedia article on the Columbian Exchange as "the widespread transfer of animals, 

plants, culture, human populations, technology and ideas between the American and Afro-
Eurasian hemispheres in the 15th and 16th centuries."  
 
2. Using this framework put forward by the article,complete the  graphic organizer to help 

you organize the specifics of the Columbian Exchange in each of these areas.  You may use 
the Wikipedia article and any other online resources that you find helpful - just be sure to 
make a note of what other sources you end up using.  
 
 Please have the graphic organizer ready to turn in on the first day of class completed by 
hand (NOT TYPED). 
 

A complex system of Atlantic trade developed over the course of the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries, becoming the basis for establishing permanent colonies that would 

produce raw materials for export while importing manufactured goods from their respective 
mother countries.  The Atlantic slave trade was the most infamous part of the "triangular 
trade" that developed between Europe, Africa, and the Americas. 
 
3.  Watch the video from  Ted-Ed is helpful for understanding the impact that the African 
slave trade had on Europe, the Americas, and especially on African society in the short and 
long term. 
 

Not required but helpful- For a very brief and entertaining explanation of the Triangular 

Trade, you may want to take a look at this video from the  YouTube BFF of Tom Richey, Hip 
Hughes, who has taught US History for several years.  HipHughes History has video lectures 
on a plethora of topics in US History that you may find helpful from time to time. ( we 
actually view a lot in class during the year) 
 
You can take a look at HipHughes' US History Explained playlist here: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL47F868B521713645  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assignment 3 : Colonial Encounters Video Lectures  

It is important that APUSH students know the key characteristics of Spanish, French, Dutch, 
and British colonizers and be able to compare and contrast the differing goals of each 
colonial power (APUSH Key Concept 2.1). 
 
In these video lectures,  Mr. Richey  details the key characteristics and goals of Spanish, 
French, and Dutch colonizers in addition to comparing and contrasting their economic 
pursuits and methods in dealing with the Native Americans they encountered. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbian_Exchange
https://www.tomrichey.net/uploads/3/2/1/0/32100773/apush_graphic_organizer_columbian_exchange.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nO2vAY0NYpk
http://www.youtube.com/hiphughes
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL47F868B521713645


Complete the graphic organizer that will be helpful for organizing this information.  Please 

have the graphic organizer ready to turn in on the first day of class completed by hand 
(NOT TYPED). 
 
Watch the videos , on the same site you saw the first videos. 
 

 

 

Assignment #4: Document Analysis (Colonization) APUSH Key Concepts 1.3 & 2.1 

The following primary and secondary sources focus on each of the colonial powers 
(Spanish, French, Dutch, and British) and their relationships with Native Americans and 

their environments.  In additional to factual information, also be sure to read for Point of 

View (POV) and purpose when reading the primary sources and for the author's thesis 
when reading secondary sources. 

Directions for these readings: Answer to the best of your ability the questions that 
accompany the first required readings. Underline andy POV or purpose in the second 
reading. 

 
1.  Read: Bartolomé de las Casas - see attached document 

Brief Account of the Devastation of the Indies(1542) 

Bartolomé de las Casas wrote a thorough account detailing how the Spanish treated Native 

Americans in New Spain.  While this is the best source that we have available on this 
subject, it is a source written by a human being for a specific purpose.  Be mindful of his 
purpose and point of view (POV) while you read. 

2.  Read :Fr. Paul Le Jeune, SJ- see attached document 

The Jesuit Relations 

(1634) 

Fr. Le Jeune's accounts of his life among the Montagnais Indians are a valuable account of 
Native American life and culture in New France.  His writings also inform us of the cultural 
differences between European colonists and the Natives they encountered.  

 
Assignment #5: Thirteen Colonies Lecture- Really Important! 

In the lecture on the Thirteen Colonies,  Mr. Richey outlines the key traits of the colonial 

regions (New England, Middle, and Southern).  You should be able to identify the key traits 
of each region and the key colonies of each region as well as compare and contrast the 
political, economic, social, and religious climate in each colonial region.  Please have the 
following graphic organizer ready to turn in on the first day of class completed by hand 
(NOT TYPED): 

Graphic organizer attached. 

https://www.tomrichey.net/uploads/3/2/1/0/32100773/apush_graphic_organizer_european_colonizers.pdf


 
Assignment #6: Lectures on the 13 Colonies 
In the lecture on the Virginia Colony,  the  discussion is over  the initial difficulties that the 
English had in establishing a permanent settlement, the chartering of the Virginia Company, the 
hardships endured by the Jamestown settlers, and the advent of tobacco as a cash crop.  The 
second part of the lecture focuses on labor forces employed in Chesapeake tobacco agriculture 
(indentured servants and slaves) and the strained relations between the colonies and the 

Powhatan Indians that culminated in the 1622 Indian Massacre. Watch the Videos Part I and II 
 

 

 

AP US History is partly about challenging popular myths. One of these popular myths is that 
the Pilgrims and other settlers in the Massachusetts Colony came to the New World for 
"religious freedom." In reality, they only came over to create a religious commonwealth 
that was steeped in a culture of conformity.  Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson 
challenged that culture of conformity and began a tradition of religious toleration that 

would later be enshrined in the First Amendment.  Watch the video on Religious Freedom of 

Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson 

 
II. AMSCO Assignment-  
You may circle the letters in the book, it is yours! 
Period 1- Answer the Multiple Choice questions 1-10. 
                Answer the SAQ #1 pg. 19 on the SAQ form provided 
  

 
Period 2 - Answer the MC questions 1-10  
        Answer SAQ # 2 on the second form provided 
 
I have attached the standard SAQ forms so you practice completing these correctly. You 

must only use the area given for all three answers and no writing outside the lines. 
 
III.     America’s History- 8th edition 
Answer on notebook paper 
 
Chapter 1- Review questions- Answer #2 and #5 
Chapter 2- Review questions- #3 
Chapter 3-Thinking like a Historian pg. 98 -99 #1,2,3,4 and 5 
Chapter 4- Visual Evidence- pg. 144 #2 
 
These certainly do not have to be completed during the summer , only if you are bored! 
 
IV. Movie- Extra Credit  
Complete the General Film question list for one movie per semester for a chance to replace 
a low Test grade. This will be typed. MLA format 
 Semester I Movie may be from Periods 1-5 ( 1491- 1877)- Due Date Nov. 18 
Semester II Movie may be from Periods 6-9 ( 1865-present)- Due Date April 15 
 


