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World History Pre AP – Summer assignment 

A History of the World in 6 Glasses  by Tom Standage. The author looks at the development of world 

civilization through the prism of the beverages that people drank in various time periods. These are (in 

chronological order): beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea and Cocoa Cola. The use of this book  as a summer 

reading assignment in no way represents any endorsement by Mrs. Lewis or MKCHS of the use or 

misuse of these beverages, alcoholic, caffeinated or otherwise. Instead this book merely offers an 

innovative and hopefully interesting perspective to initiate our year long discussion of world history. 

 The purpose in reading the book is to get a sense of how civilizations and cultures develop and how 

numerous forces (political, technological,economic,social,religious,cultural,ecological) all affect even the 

most humdrum aspects of people’s daily lives. 

The assignment attached to the summer reading is attached. 

The assignment is MANDATORY, and must be completed before August 10th.  You are responsible for 

emailing the paper to me at slewis@mkchs.com.  The assignment may be entered into a plagiarism 

website for checking purposes. There will be a 10 point deduction from the final grade for each day 

the assignment is late. 

You may obtain this book through bookstores, used bookstores, Amazon and you may get it on a 

Kindle or other reading device, but we will be highlighting and writing notes etc… in it, so understand 

that if you decide to get an online copy. 

 Standage, Tom. A History of the World in 6 Glasses. 2006. ISBN-10: 0-8027-1552-4. 
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I am looking forward to working with you this upcoming year as we begin the new school year! 

Congratulations on your choice to take Pre AP World History, a rigorous, college-level history course. 

Typically, successful Pre AP and AP students are task-oriented students as well as proficient readers who 

are able to organize their time and have parent/guardian support.   

Please review the contract and sign. By signing you agree to follow the rules and accept the system in 

place in my classroom. 

Contract: 

1) I understand that in a Pre AP class I am expected to put forth my best effort to improve my 

intellectual growth.  I agree to take full responsibility to attend class regularly and to organize my time 

and study habits to complete the Pre AP World History course.  

 2) I understand that an AP/Pre AP class is extremely rigorous and it will build my skills for college. There 

may often be one or more hours of homework per class per day and I understand that my social life & 

extracurricular will be impacted. Grading standards are high in World History Pre AP and you will respect 

the decisions regarding subjective grading.  I agree to confer with the teacher and take immediate action 

if I begin to fall behind in the course. 

 3) I understand that I may be required to complete summer and vacation assignments prior to and 

during the course that will have a significant impact on my grade. Failure to complete these assignments 

on time will not constitute a valid reason to withdraw from the course but your grade will be affected. 

 4) I understand that when I enroll in the World History Pre AP course I am making a year-long 

commitment. I understand that once I enroll in the Pre AP course that it may cause problems with my 

schedule if I decide to drop it.  Dropping below an 80 in this Pre AP course will result in removal at the 

semester. 

 5)  I understand that I will be expected to maintain a high level of academic integrity. I will do the right 

thing even when no one is around. All sources I consult to complete Pre AP work will be cited and I will 

neither share my work nor look at the work of my peers unless directed to by the instructor. The MKCHS 

plagiarism policy will be clearly explained and strictly enforced. I understand that available websites may 

be used by the teacher to enter research assignments and papers. 

6) I understand that the summer outside reading is required and if not completed I am still 

responsible for taking tests, analysis papers etc…  that will be expected as an assessment. 

 7) I understand that communication is a major key to success. I will consult with my instructor first, 

parents, counselor, and others as needed. I will follow the handbook policy of getting material in 

advance of school absences and arrange testing similarly. I understand that more than one test is 

written for chapters and for missed test days. 
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Student______________________________ Date___________ 

 

Parent_______________________________ Date ___________ 

 

Teacher_____________________________   Date ___________ 
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1. Read the book! 

2. Questions will be assigned when you return from summer vacation to be completed the first week. 

3. Essay- After reading the book, type a 2 page essay ( 12 font) analyzing the prompt: Of the six that the 

author discusses, which beverage do you think has played the most significant role in history?  Defend 

your choice with multiple examples. 

4. Your essay should have a thesis (of course) in the first paragraph (do not rephrase the prompt!!) and  

four body paragraphs to prove your thesis, adding evidence and analysis within these body paragraphs 

and a sixth paragraph as a conclusion. In the conclusion you should restate the thesis with your last bit 

of analysis and never, never, use the words “In conclusion”. 

Remember do not add material in the conclusion you did not address in the body. 

5. If you wish to cite specific quotes from the book or any other source include a fourth page titled  

Bibliography page. If not cited properly the web site I use  will designate it as plagiarism. Please do not 

use more than two quotes.  Using quotes does not demonstrate your ability to analyze the book. 

6.  Send your final copy to slewis@mkchs.com by midnight of August 10th . Do not try to wait until the 

last minute in case your Internet is a problem because I penalize late papers regardless. 

8. Other assessments will be given to determine your understanding of the book when school 

starts. All of these assignments count in the first and second nine weeks average. Material 

may appear on Midterm as well. 
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